
NEERAZ CHATURVEDI/Shutterstock.com

Jenelle Babb
Section of Inclusive, Quality Education
UNESCO Bangkok, Asia and the Pacific Regional 
Bureau for Education 

Asia-Pacific Technical Working Group on School 
Health, Nutrition and Wellbeing 

Progress and 
challenges in school
reopening

WinS network Webinar on safe school reopening and school readiness assessment. 28 Sept. 2021   



Global Status of School Reopening

Source: UNESCO: https://en.unesco.org/covid19/educationresponse



Status of School Reopening in South Asia 

Source: UNICEF



Status of School Reopening in East Asia and the Pacific 

Source: UNICEF



School Reopening Can’t Wait  

Source: UNICEF



Tools exist but what extent of implementation?



Country efforts at safe school reopening and operations 1/3 

Source: UNESCO, UNICEF, World Bank and OECD. (July 2021). What’s Next? Lessons on education Recovery. Findings of a survey of Ministries of Education amid the COVID-19 pandemic.



Country efforts at safe school reopening and operations 2/3 

Source: UNESCO, UNICEF, World Bank and OECD. (July 2021). What’s Next? Lessons on education Recovery. Findings of a survey of Ministries of Education amid the COVID-19 pandemic.



Country efforts at safe school reopening and operations 3/3 

Source: UNESCO, UNICEF, World Bank and OECD. (July 2021). What’s Next? Lessons on education Recovery. Findings of a survey of Ministries of Education amid the COVID-19 pandemic.



Safe school reopening in an uncertain future 

Source: WHO-UNICEF-UNESCO-UNFPA Webinar. Safe School Reopening – The Latest Evidence & Guidance. 2 September 2021

Key game changers in 2021
Vaccination – Low/uneven population coverage in many countries; teachers 
and students? Extensions on school closures and postponed school 
reopening plans

New waves and variants – COVID more difficult to control, unpredictable, 
and variable spread. Resurgences that necessitate reclosures

Compliance to public and school protocols and standards variable; weak real 
time data. 

Don’t wait to reopen schools until the cases are at zero level



Prioritization status for Teacher Vaccination 

Source: https://www.covideducationrecovery.global

https://www.covideducationrecovery.global/


Challenges and responses in WASH in Schools

Challenges Responses (actual and potential)

1. Lack of access to handwashing facilities and supplies 

(water and soap) in approx. 50 % of schools in region

2. Lack of school sanitation continues to impact girls in 

terms of MHM / school closures lead to lack of access 

to MHM material and education

3. Cost of installing/maintaining handwashing facilities and 

supplies in countries during economic downturns

4. Lack of adherence to handwashing and hygiene 

protocols at the school level

5. Need improve monitoring data for availability and use of 

handwashing at national and sub-national levels 

6. Lack awareness of importance of handwashing in terms 

of disease control

1-3: Include Wash in School in Build Back Better, justify 

investment re. impact on attendance, learning and 

health and girls’ education; specific budget lines for 

WASH in national education and school budgets; focus 

on cost-effective, pragmatic approaches in short term

4. Enhanced communication around protocols through 

schools, parents’ associations and inspectorates.

5. WASH included in rapid assessments of schools as 

they prepare for re-open and after re-opening; also in 

monitoring by inspectorate.

6. Awareness campaigns at school and community 

level; use of apps, etc, inclusion in mainstream life skills 

curricula building on guidance already developed in 

response to COVID 

Source: WHO-UNICEF-UNESCO-UNFPA Webinar. Safe School Reopening – The Latest Evidence & Guidance. 2 September 2021



Inter-related functions of schools: Education & Health



Build Back Better: Integrated WASH in Health Promoting Schools

Source: WHO-UNICEF-UNESCO-UNFPA Webinar. Safe School Reopening – The Latest Evidence & Guidance. 2 September 2021

Ministerial Meeting on HPS planned in October 2021
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